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feeding-stuffs as possible. Even the by-products from the great
flour-mills in Buenos Aires are exported to Europe. Except in
one direction, and that only quite recently, the inhabitants of
the Pampa have been engaged in exporting the accumulated
fertility of the soil in the most direct way available, namely in
the form of meat and grain.

The single exception is furnished by the dairy industry of
the eastern districts of Buenos Aires, which has advanced not-
ably since 1914. In inter-war years, after meeting local require-
ments, the dairying districts were exporting butter in such
quantities as to make them one of the major sources of that
product in international trade. There have also been appreciable
exports of cheese, and, although the surplus of dairy produce has
fallen from the 1923-7 level, this is not so much because the dairy-
ing industry is receding as because the home market is expanding.

Manufacturing industries, other than the special ones con-
cerned with the preparation of meat in freezing,., works and the
milling of wheat, have developed greatly since 1930 and many
articles of domestic consumption are now made in Buenos Aires.
In spite of its poverty in locally-produced fuel,1 however, the
country seems to be making a determined attempt by means of
increased protective duties to encourage domestic manufactures.
Any success that attends these endeavours will simply add to
the wealth and importance of Buenos Aires, already a very large
city in proportion to the total population of the country, (See
Note, p. 185.)

The whole life of the Pampa depends upon the railwaysjhat
radiate from its three great outlets, Buenos Aires, Rosarlo and
B'aKa Blanca. Even the navigable highway of the Parana
would be nearly useless without the railways that act as feeders
to it. In these circumstances, it is natural that settlement in
the modern sense should advance only with the construction of
lines into the outlying districts, and that, in the absence of pri-
vate enterprise to build extensions, the government should feel
it necessary to take these in hand. The trunk lines across the
Pampa having been more or less completed prior to 1914, prac-
tically all the new railway construction there since that date
has been due to state initiative; and this applies also to the
rest of Argentina.

In the pre-railway era there were several important over-
land routes that crossed the Pampa in one direction or another.
One led due west via S. Luis and Mendoza to Chile, a second was

1 The output of petroleum has hitherto been quite inadequate to the
country's requirements of that product, to say nothing of coal, all of
which must, of course, be imported.